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“Jesus Christ – Eternal King”      Text – Psalm 72        Readings – Deut 17:14-20; Luke 3:21-4:21

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Perhaps some of you noticed that while the title of the Psalm tells us that this Psalm is “of Solomon,” v20 tells us that Psalm 72 “concludes the prayers of David son of Jesse.”

And so, we might immediately wonder then, which is it: A Psalm of Solomon or a Psalm of David?  

Well, once again, our aim is to see that this Psalm, like the rest of Scripture, is about Jesus Christ!

So what we will do is consider a likely answer to the Solomon/David question that leads naturally to why Jesus is so necessary as Saviour and King. 
  We will see that Psalm 72 anticipates Jesus as the Christ King, reveals Jesus as the 
  Christ King, summons us to praise Jesus as the Christ King, 
  and fills us with longing that Jesus would be fully and finally revealed as the Christ King.

So today we consider Psalm as a coronation Psalm.  

And coronation, boys and girls, means that moment when someone is crowned king or queen.  It is usually a big ceremony where a crown is placed on his or her head and he or she takes vows of office promising to be a good king or queen.

So a coronation Psalm would be a Psalm written for the coronation of a King of Israel.  And even if it was not written specifically as a coronation Psalm, the themes remain true.
But as you read the Psalm you can see why it would be very appropriate as a coronation Psalm.  

It is basically a prayer that the Lord would bless the king and through him the people so that God may be praised by many.

Now, we might assume that the title, “of Solomon,” means that it was written by Solomon.  But that is not necessarily so.  It could just as easily mean that it is about Solomon or for Solomon. 

And if so, then it may be that David wrote this Psalm about Solomon, and perhaps especially for his coronation.  

· You see, at the end of David’s reign, he was very conscious of his own failings as King, which included adultery and murder.  
· But David also knew that the Lord had promised him that a son of his would rule as Israel’s eternal king.  
· And so, David instructed Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet to take Solomon to the tabernacle and to anoint Solomon as King of Israel.  And they did this and we are told that the trumpet sounded and all the people shouted, “Long live King Solomon!” And such was the noise that the Bible says, “the ground shook with the sound.”  
· And 1 Kings 2:12 says, “So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David, and his rule was firmly established.”
You can well imagine then that with all of this going on David may have written Psalm 72 as Solomon’s coronation Psalm in the hope that Solomon might be the one that the Lord had promised.
Earlier we read from Deuteronomy 17 where the Lord tells Israel how His anointed king was to govern in Israel.  
· He was to be an Israelite.  
· He was not to acquire great numbers of horses or many wives or large amounts of gold, like the kings of other nations.
· And he was to personally write out a copy of the law and to read it all the days of his life so that he would obey the Lord.  
And if he did this, he and his descendants would “reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel.”
Well, around 400 years after that Law was given, you can imagine that it was with high hopes that Saul was crowned as the first king of Israel.  Now, surely, Israel’s golden time would begin!  
But how quickly those high hopes were dashed as Saul’s failings became obvious for all to see as he disobeyed first one then others of the Lord’s commands.
But can you boys and girls remember who we are introduced to as Saul’s reign declines?  David.  
· A shepherd who kills bears and lions with his bare hands!  
· A boy who takes down Goliath the giant with a single stone from his slingshot!  
· And how honourably David acts towards Saul, refusing to seize the throne off the Lord’s Anointed One.  
And so, eventually, when Saul dies, David is anointed as Israel’s King.  Is he then the One; the Promised One who will usher in a golden time for Israel?  
Well, yes and no.  
He is a godly man.  He is just in his rule.  Peace and prosperity comes to Israel.  Her borders are secure and enlarged.  His rule is respected by the surrounding nations.  God is praised in and through David’s reign.  
But at the very peak of his powers, we see him commit adultery and murder; we see him undertake an illegal census resulting in the death of 1000’s of Israelites.  
So no, David is not the one we need.  He is a type, but he is not the one.
Well, what about Solomon then?  Is he the one?  
Looking at Psalm 72:1, does he rule with the justice of God?  Does he judge the people with righteousness?  Is there prosperity?  Does he crush the oppressor?  From v8, does he rule from sea to sea?  Do kings bow before him?  From v15, is gold from Sheba given to him?  From v16, is there plenty of grain?  From v17, are nations blessed through him and do they call him blessed?  Is he the Lord’s Anointed and eternal King? 

1. Well, consider his life as we see it in 1 Kings:  Do you remember how his reign began boys and girls?  He offered a 1000 burnt offerings to the Lord.  And the Lord came to him in a dream and offered him whatever he wanted.  And what did Solomon ask for?  When he could have anything?  He asked for wisdom.  And we are told that “the Lord was pleased that Solomon asked for this.”  
a. And we then read that story about those two mothers who came to Solomon each claiming that one child belonged to them.  And Solomon’s wisdom was seen in how he judged between these two women (Do you remember?).  And we read, “When all Israel heard the verdict the king had given, they held the king in awe, because they saw that he had wisdom from God to administer justice.”  
i. And that’s v1 isn’t it.  So maybe he is the Psalm 72 king!
2. And is there prosperity?  Absolutely!  1 Kings 4:20, “The people of Judah and Israel were as numerous as the sand on the seashore; they ate, they drank and they were happy.”
3. Does he crush the oppressor?  Oh yes!  4:21, “And Solomon ruled over all the kingdoms from the River to the land of the Philistines, as far as the border of Egypt.  These countries brought tribute and were Solomon's subjects all his life.”
4. Well, is gold from Sheba brought to Solomon?  Yes.  We read about that in 1 Kings 10 as the Queen of Sheba visits and brings gold.
5. Does he rule from sea to sea, then?  Do kings bow before him?  Are nations blessed through him and do they call him blessed?  You betcha!  
a. He builds the magnificent temple in Jerusalem.  
b. 1 Kings 4:29 says, “God gave Solomon wisdom and very great insight, and a breadth of understanding as measureless as the sand on the seashore.  Solomon's wisdom was greater than the wisdom of all the men of the East, and greater than all the wisdom of Egypt … Men of all nations came to listen to Solomon's wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who had heard of his wisdom.”  
c. 10:23-25 says,  “King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth.   The whole world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart.   Year after year, everyone who came brought a gift-- articles of silver and gold, robes, weapons and spices, and horses and mules.”  
So he sure seems to be checking all of the Psalm 72 boxes!  
But what else do we read about Solomon?  

· Well, right at the beginning of his reign we read this, “Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his daughter.  Egypt!?
And do you boys and girls remember what three things Deut. 17 tells us that the King of Israel was not to acquire great numbers of?  Gold, horses, and wives.

· But we read this in 1 Kings 10-11, “All King Solomon's goblets were gold, and all the household articles in the Palace of the Forest of Lebanon were pure gold.  Nothing was made of silver, because silver was considered of little value in Solomon's days.  The king had a fleet of trading ships at sea along with the ships of Hiram.  Once every three years it returned, carrying gold.”

· “Solomon accumulated chariots and horses; he had fourteen hundred chariots and twelve thousand horses.”
· “King Solomon … loved many foreign women besides Pharaoh's daughter … They were from nations about which the LORD had told the Israelites, "You must not intermarry with them, because they will surely turn your hearts after their gods."  Nevertheless, Solomon held fast to them in love.  He had seven hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred concubines, and his wives led him astray.  As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart after other gods, and his heart was not fully devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David his father had been.”

And as it was with Solomon, so it was with the people.  
In fact, towards the end of Solomon’s life, we read this judgment from the Lord about Israel, “They have forsaken me and worshiped Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and Molech the god of the Ammonites, and have not walked in my ways, nor done what is right in my eyes, nor kept my statutes and laws as David, Solomon's father, did.”

And then, we are told that Solomon “rested with his fathers and was buried in the city of David his father.”   
Solomon then was not the one.  
His reign achieved great heights – heights never seen by a king before or after him – but they were limited by his sinfulness and his mortality.  He was a sinner.  He died just like we all do.  

He was not the eternal, anointed King.    
And if ever there was a human who could have been the one, surely it was Solomon, with all of the gifts and powers he enjoyed from the Lord.  

But Solomon was not the one.  We are to look for another.  We need another.
· And it was not his son, Rehoboam.  
· It was not Hezekiah or Josiah, even though they too, for a time, sought to be faithful as the Lord’s anointed King.
· It was not King Herod who built an even greater temple.  
· It was not Constantin of A.D. 313 who made Christianity the religion of the Roman Empire.   
· It was not Charlemagne who was crowned Holy Roman Emperor in A.D. 800.   
· And even though, at her coronation in 1953, Queen Elizabeth promised to “maintain the Laws of God and the true profession of the Gospel,” I think we would all agree, with respect, that she also is not the eternal and anointed Psalm 72 king.  
· And neither will be Charles, William, or George, should they reign and regardless of how they do reign.

So who then is the Psalm 72 Eternal and anointed King?  
· Who will judge the people in righteousness and defend the afflicted and crush the oppressor;  
· who will rule from sea to sea;  
· before whom will all kings bow down and all nations serve;  
· who will save the needy from death;  
· who will live long;  
· whose name will endure forever;  
· and through whom will all the nations of the world be blessed and call Him blessed? 
Who is the Psalm 72 eternal and anointed King whose glory will fill the earth.  Amen and Amen?
Well, as we seek to answer that question, let us note first that we live in societies that since the beginning of time have been ruled by kings.  We call them chiefs or governors or presidents or prime-ministers or kings, but there is a king-principle built into the fabric of creation.  
· We see it even in the animal kingdom where there is the alpha-male who dominates the pride or the herd.  
· And in human society, in simple terms, peace and prosperity flourish best when there is one who rules and there are those who are ruled.  
· And what we see taking place in Syria today is what happens when that system breaks down.  There is lawlessness and chaos and distress.  
1. And what this teaches us is self-evident up to a point, but made crystal clear in the Bible.  If there is a king-principle in creation, it is because the Creator of the universe is a King.  
a. Romans 1:20 says, “Since the creation of the world God's invisible qualities-- his eternal power and divine nature-- have been clearly seen.”  The king-principle we see in creation is a reflection of God THE KING of creation.  
b. Listen to Revelation 4 where He is described as the one who sits on the throne of heaven and who lives for ever and ever.  And those in heaven “lay their crowns before the throne and say: "You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honour and power, for you created all things, and by your will they were created and have their being."”  Creator is King.
c. And in Genesis 1, as we are told about the creation of man, do you remember what God says mankind is to do?  “Then God said, "Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over [all of creation].”  
i. And so, there is this king-principle in creation; we were created to rule; there would be spheres of authority in God’s creation – in the home and in the village and in church and in school and in business and in sports, and in nations, etc – little kingdoms.  
A. Every one of you will be under some higher-ups – parents, teachers, boss, baby-sitter, coach, elders/deacons, police, prime-minister, and over some lower-downs – children, pupils, staff, team-members, district members, citizens, etc.  
B. In an ordinary day we move in and out of spheres where we are at times little kings and at other times little subjects; one minute we are rightly giving commands that should be obeyed and the next minute we must obey commands from someone else.
2. So let me ask, how is that going with you?  Do you gladly and instantly obey all commands from the ‘kings’ above you?  Are all your commands to those below you gladly and instantly obeyed?   
a. And think now about just those under your spheres of authority.  Can you honestly say that you have always been fair and reasonable and selfless and free of tyranny or harshness?  
i. And even if you are tempted to say Yes, pretty much, you know that with the right set of circumstances that could change in an instant.  There has not been a single person in any position of authority who has avoided injuring those under them through the misuse of that authority, somehow.  
A. And that is because we each have a heart that is capable of and inclined to selfishness and lust and anger and greed and arrogance and tiredness and frustration.
3. There is something badly wrong inside each of us.  There is something badly wrong in the whole of creation.  There is decay and rebellion and despair and abuse and tyranny and oppression and laziness and pride and arrogance and violence and the list goes on.
a. And because this goes against what our Creator expects of us, Hebrews 9:27 says, “Man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment.”  Our rebellion against each other and against God makes us deserving of His judgment. 
· But 2000 years ago, a child was born in Bethlehem to a poor, nobody named Mary.  
· And when that child was born, angels appeared to some shepherds who were nearby, didn’t they boys and girls.  They said, “Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord … Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."”  
· And then, Wise men from the East followed a star to the place of his birth because they believed that a king had been born.  And thinking about Psalm 72:11, what did they do when they found Him?  “They bowed down and worshiped him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.”
Would you please turn with me in your Bibles to Luke 3:21.

· For there we see that when Jesus was an adult, He went down into the Jordan to be baptized.  And “as he was praying, heaven was opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove.  And a voice came from heaven: "You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased."”  
· While all of Israel’s kings had been anointed with oil, Jesus is anointed with the HSp.
· And He receives God’s heavenly seal of approval. 
· And then Luke gives us His genealogy proving, in v31, that He was indeed a son of David – a royal son of the kingly line!   
· And then, at the beginning of chapter 4 we see Him succeed where Adam and you and me and david and Solomon and all earthly kings fail – for whereas we frequently give in to temptation, Jesus stands firm and resists the devil.  
· And then, keeping His baptism in mind, note what happens next as He preaches in the synagogue at Nazareth.  He reads words from Isaiah 61 as you see in v18,  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."  Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down.  The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, and he began by saying to them, "Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing."”
· And He went from there and He healed the sick – the lame walked, the deaf could hear, the blind could see!  He brought the dead back to life and he preached good news of the kingdom for three years.

· He crushed oppressors with words that revealed hypocrisy and He raised up the broken-hearted with words of tenderness and hope.
· He ate with sinners who came to repentance.
· And then He went to Calvary’s cross to die for the forgiveness of sins and He rose again on the third day.

· And now He lives and reigns in heaven.

My dear friends, Jesus is the Psalm 72 king!  To you, today, He says:
· I am the fulfillment of the king-principle.

· In me there is no sin, only righteousness and justice.  

· I am the one who has been anointed with the Holy Spirit to be the Christ King.  
· I am the one who has come to deliver and to set free and to save!  
· If you are weak and needy, if you are crying out for justice, if you are suffering under oppression, if you are afflicted, if you are weighed down with a burden of sorrow and guilt, He says, Look to me!  Come to Me!  Rest in Me!  Believe in Me!  
You see, all that the kings of this world can offer is a political ideology that they try and implement in the four days or 40 years that they rule.  
But Jesus says, I died for you.  I gave up my life to pay for your sins.  I hung on the cross because of your rebellion.  I bled to free you from God’s judgment.

The kings of this world die and are soon forgotten.  But Jesus died and rose again!  
“Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”
He lives, friend, today, in heaven!  And he will come again to judge everyone.  
evelation 19 describes Him in this way, “He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and his name is the Word of God.  The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and dressed in fine linen, white and clean.  Out of his mouth comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. "He will rule them with an iron scepter." He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty.  On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS.”  
And John 3:36 says, “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him.” 
So the choice before you today is clear: You may continue in your rebellion, trying to run your life your own way without Him.  But you will get what your rebellion deserves when you stand before Him.

Or, if you see that you are a rebellious sinner whose only hope is King Jesus, turn to God and confess your sins and put your trust in Jesus.  
And to you who know yourself to be citizens of His kingdom already but struggle with temptation or illness or doubt or the death of a loved one or mental illness or the apparent brokenness of this world, be encouraged by the words of 1 Cor. 15:24, “The end will come, when [Jesus] hands over the kingdom to God the Father after He has destroyed all dominion, authority and power.  For He must reign until He has put all His enemies under His feet.”
So yes, not all of Jesus’ enemies are yet under His feet completely.  But that is not where we must focus our attention.  King Jesus reigns!  
As the hymn writer puts it, “The strife is over, the battle done; the victory of life is won; the song of triumph has begun.  Alleluia!”
We await the completion of His triumph, but the battle is done.

In the meantime, we pray, “Come quickly, Lord Jesus.  Amen.”
